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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 9 Sept
7.30pm at The Grove


	  Attendees:
	John Barnes (Treasurer), Judith Briggs, Ruth Dent, Lynne Gillions (Secretary), Jo Jones, Phil Maud, Judith McDonnall, Laura Schubert, Duncan Stow (Acting Chair), Rhoda Wu

	Apologies
	Amanda Bradley, Jonathan Cain, Chris Clayton, John Fairburn, Jane Linley, Margaret Metcalf, Paul Metcalf, Deborah Pennington, Jill Woodman
	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome. Prayer and Apologies
Duncan welcomed everyone. He shared the story of the Canaanite woman with the demon possessed daughter from Matthew 15. She persisted in her request until Jesus commended her for her great faith and healed her daughter. Duncan recognised there are times when we too need to push through with our prayers and in doing so build our faith. He said it was the 25th anniversary of the 24/7 global prayer movement and thousands of Christians around the world would be praying together this week and we should be encouraged by that.

	


	2.
	Tanzanian Visit- Visiting Speaker, Ruth Dent
Ruth shared a presentation following the Leeds diocesan visit to the Anglican dioceses of Mara, Rorya and Tarime in northern Tanzania. Jonathan Cain led the visit and 12 people went including the Bishop of Wakefield. Whilst there, the 4 members of St James Church met up with George Otieno who came to Horsforth to study for his PhD and who is now the General Secretary of the Tanzanian church. They were warmly welcomed at his home village and were greatly humbled by their lavish hospitality. The 3 women had cows named after them! During their time in Tanzania they visited churches, schools and projects with links to the dioceses in Leeds and Wakefield. The churches are thriving with one account of 3000 people being baptised after one mission. Representatives from partner schools took out resources for the schools out there. All church primary schools teach in English which better prepares them for higher education. The poorer state primary schools teach in Swahili. This makes the transfer to high school very challenging as all high schools teach in English. St James also has strong links with a safe house which supports girls fleeing FGM and domestic abuse. They rely heavily on funding from Leeds to continue the work and to enable the girls to go to school and develop skills for life. The team came back with a renewed commitment to support the work in Tanzania.

	


	3.
	Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes were accepted with one correction. Chris Slater should have read Chris Clayton. 
In matters arising
· Duncan asked the meeting to agree splitting the payment with the Farmers Market for the hire of a garage from the Council. It was agreed.

	






	4.
	New Officers
Deborah is willing to act as chair for another year but a vice chair is needed and reps were asked to give this some thought and consider if anyone in their church might be suitable.

	

HCT Reps



	5. 
	Christmas
· Christmas Cards – Rhoda presented the costs from previous years and there was some discussion about distribution to churches and around the community and the use of QR codes to promote the Christmas events. It was agreed to purchase 3000 and not to advertise in The Squeaker.
· Carols in The Park – Following the success of last year’s event it was agreed to hold the event this year on 12 December.
· Advertising Services – All Churches should inform Rhoda of their Christmas services by the end of October.

	








All Churches



	6.
	Updates
· Refugees – Laura said they had been involved with several successful events including a service at Guiseley Baptist at which some of the migrants spoke, a Refugee Week celebration at St Margaret’s and acting as general helpers at the Horsforth Festival. About 35 volunteers support the work and as numbers reduce in the hotel there is time for more one to one support.
Laura is continuing in her role for another year with an extra day a week supporting the work of HCP with a focus on youth and discipleship.  
· Community Pantry – Ruth said the Pantry was doing really well. 35 people were clients who are supporting about 75-80 in their families. Attendance is regularly about 20-25 people who enjoy the social chat in the café before doing their shopping. They pay £6 each visit, £1 (or more if they wish) is paid into a credit union to encourage them to build up some savings. 
There is a weekly delivery from Fairshare and the rest of the produce comes from food and monetary donations. They are currently applying for a grant from the Crisis Resilience Fund. This enables them to purchase items when needed and to give the clients a Morrisons voucher at Christmas. Churches were thanked for their support and encouraged to support the Pantry if they were having Harvest Festivals.
· Breakfast Prayer Meetings – These meetings for leaders and lay leaders arose after the Lent talks. They have breakfast together then share the scriptures and pray together. They have been held on Thursdays but are looking at becoming more flexible so that more people are able to attend on different days.
· Care Home Visits – These are covered either by the local churches or by John Kingsley. They are going well. There is a piano at Bedford Court and it is hoped that a portable keyboard can be obtained for The Manor. Jill Ramsden is willing to play if she is available.

	






















All Churches

	7. 
	Mosque Visit Shah Jalal Mosque, Ellers Road Leeds LS8 4JH
Following on from the Interfaith Talk within the Lent Series  
This will take place on Saturday 26 Sept 11.00-12.30 at the mosque in Harehills. It is planned to run a minibus leaving at 10.30am from the Grove It is fine to make your own way but please do let us know you are going for numbers.  It would be helpful to know by Wednesday 23rd if you want to attend. Mini bus places come on a first come first served basis and there is a requested donation of £3 to cover costs of the bus.  Anyone interested should contact Rhoda at Rhoda@horsforthchapliancy.org
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	8. 
	Civic Service
Following clashes with other community events, it was agreed that the next service would be in summer 2027. 
	




	 9.
	Treasurer’s Report 
Balance                £9654.19  of which
HCT                        £8807.30
Perfectly Pitched £  846.89

All churches have sent their contributions.  Duncan thanked John for his work.
  
	

	10.
	Dates
These are being sent out with these minutes.
	



	11.
	AOB
· Phil commented on the excellent feedback he was getting at the Perfectly Pitched Concerts and the high quality of musicianship. He thanked Deborah, in her absence, for her work.
· Work is needed on the wall and grounds of St Margaret’s burial ground and a request for help came from Chris Clayton. Duncan and Rhoda agreed to look at possible contacts.

	





Duncan
Rhoda

	12.
	Closing Prayer
Duncan closed the meeting praying for Tanzania

	

	
	Date of Next Meeting
Wed 4 Nov
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