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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 6 May
7.30pm at St Margaret’s


	  Attendees:
	John Barnes, John Fairburn, Graham Fergusson, Lynne Gillions (Secretary) John Kingsley, Jane Linley, Phil Maud, Judith McDonnell, Margaret Metcalf, Paul Metcalf, Deborah Pennington (Chair), Cat Sayburn, Chris Slater, Duncan Stow, Rhoda Wu

	Apologies
	Amanda Bradley, Judith Briggs, Laura Schubert, Jill Woodman
	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome. Prayer and Apologies
Deborah welcomed everyone. She referenced Archimedes, ‘Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to place it and I shall move the world’ and Richard Rohr who said the lever was a place to stand and consider where our place is in the world. Deborah challenged us to consider what our levers are and where we stand within our community. She opened in prayer.

	


	2.
	Farmers’ Market – Visiting Speaker – Graham Fergusson
Graham has been part of the FM team since its inception 14 years ago. It came out of a Christian desire to cherish creation and the environment by providing local produce and saving on food miles. There are about 20 stalls, 15 of which are regulars and 5 of which are guest stalls. There is a growing footfall of about 750. It has become a real social hub for the community. Games are provided for children, Horsforth Climate Action provide craft activities and a range of local musicians perform during the morning. There is also a Horsforth Matters stall where community groups can showcase their activities. Councillors are also regularly available. Some years back, it was awarded the National Farmers’ Market Award. Annually, it donates any surplus funds to local, national or international charities. Local businesses are appreciative of the increased footfall on FM Saturdays. HCT distribute fliers with details of upcoming events in the churches. Graham thanked HCT for its ongoing support. The team are keen to recruit new members, someone with IT skills would be particularly welcome. They currently store some items along with some HCT equipment in a garage which in the past was provided without charge by the council. They are now wanting to charge £600 yearly. It was suggested that this could be evenly divided between the FM and HCT. Graham was thanked for his work.

	
















All Churches

	3.
	Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes were accepted. 
In matters arising 
· Deborah volunteered to continue as chair until January 2028 but a new vice-chair is still needed. 
· Moving the cross on The Green is a diocesan decision. Chris is following it up.

	




Chris Slater

	4.
	Feedback on Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Different churches hosted different prayer meetings. People felt it was good to visit other churches with different traditions. Deborah thanked all those who had organised the events.
	



	5. 
	Feedback on Easter and Lent Talks
Feedback on the Lent talks was very positive emphasising the quality of the talks and the welcome given by the churches. Some people had been surprised by the flexibility of the locations e.g. The talk on John Wesley was given in the Catholic Church. A follow up prayer meeting with Jenny Sinclair provoked a real sense of togetherness and has prompted further prayer breakfasts to seek God’s will for our community. Rhoda was thanked for putting the talks onto YouTube and Spotify.

Abdul is prepared to arrange a visit to the Mosque followed by a potential opportunity to observe Friday prayers.

	




All Churches



	6.
	Civic Service
Leaders had discussed this at their meeting and suggested 20 September either in the afternoon or evening at Cragg with a cream tea.

	
Cragg Hill Baptist


	7. 
	Horsforth Festival – 27 June
HCT have been invited to participate in this music festival. It was suggested that a tots tent could be provided in the afternoon and the sumo wrestler suits later in the evening. Jane brought some suggestions form a similar event in Buxton
· Visit schools beforehand and take in challenges e.g. What can you make using different sized canes without glue or anything to tie them together? This encourages people to work together and could possibly be done at the festival.
· Show a range of pictures and ask what you can make of them. This shows that you can’t make anything without thinking carefully.
· They wanted to promote the idea of a church without walls so used an open gazebo.
Deborah offered to bring her ukulele and lead songs with the children. It was agreed HCT could provide an area to relax and chat.
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	8. 
	Care Home Update
John Kingsley has met with interested parties and come up with a rota for visits. The first Friday of the month will be at The Manor and the 2nd Thursday at Bedford Court. The rota is attached with these minutes and it will also go on the HCT website. The residents enjoy singing hymns and Jill Ramsden of St James is willing to offer some support in playing the keyboard. Horsforth Manor has its own keyboard. It is hoped to produce some large print hymns.
John was thanked for his work.

	

John Kingsley

	 9.
	Treasurer’s Report 
Balance                £8600.91  of which
HCT                        £7739.02
Perfectly Pitched £  861.89

All cheques have been paid Some churches have not yet sent their contributions.  
  
	

	10.
	AOB
· Lister Hill is holding a comedy night with James Carey – The Bible and Everything In It In 60 Minutes! Thursday 2 July 7.30. Adults £10, Kids £5. Concessions available Contact office@ lhbc.org.uk
· Next Perfectly Pitched -1.00 The Grove 14 May refreshments from 12.00. Flamenco guitarist.
· Trinity Sunday 31 May 12.15. The university is celebrating its 60th year with a fun day with lots of games and activities All welcome. Bring a picnic.
· St James – Dawn to Dusk Prayer Vigil Tue 19 May 5am-9pm. All welcome.
· Ascension Day 14 May 4.30 - Service at the top of Hunger Hills. All welcome.
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	11.
	Closing Prayer
The meeting closed with The Grace.

	

	
	Date of Next Meeting
Wed 9 Sept
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