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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 12 Nov 2025
7.30pm at The Parlour in The Grove


	Attendees:
	Judith Briggs, Jonathan Cain, Amanda Cowie, Lynne Gillions (Secretary) Jane Linley, Phil Maud, Deborah Pennington (Chair), Laura Schubert, Duncan Stow, Jill Woodman, Rhoda Wu

	Apologies
	John Barnes, Margaret Metcalf, Paul Metcalf, Cat Sayburn, Jess Serencio
	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome
Deborah welcomed everyone. She talked about her recent experience walking through the autumn woods and how the different trees, leaves and colours formed one woodland. She used this as a metaphor for HCT with the different churches working together, referencing Psalm 133 v1. She opened the meeting with prayer.
 
	


	2.
	Guest Speakers
There was no guest speaker.
	



	3.
	Minutes and Matters Arising.
The minutes were agreed.

First Aid Course
This will be a day course held at St James on 30 Jan. Cost £80. Anyone interested should contact St James Office 01132584558.

Moving the Cross on The Green
It was recognised that this is an area belonging to St Margaret’s and it would be necessary to approach the church with any suggestions and HCT would need to make a financial contribution. There was some discussion about a new location – either facing up Town St or facing Fink Hill. The latter was generally preferred. It would ideally be lit with a spotlight. It would be necessary to get an estimate of costs. Duncan suggested Steve Burras might be approached to produce an initial drawing. It would also be necessary to check if it would require a faculty. There was support at the meeting for disabled access to be created off Back Lane. Amanda said that as St Margaret’s was currently in vacancy, it would be better to wait until a new vicar was appointed before the church was approached.
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	4.
	Treasurer’s Report
John sent an updated report on the bank balance.
Current Total        £9211.89 of which
HCT                        £8646.76
Perfectly Pitched   £565.13 (this includes £300 sponsorship from Tudor International received this month)

	





	5. 
	Christmas
Cards
These are now ready for distribution and churches are invited to take them for use in their own congregations. Some will be given out at the Farmers’ Market and the Christmas Market on 6 Dec. Rhoda would appreciate the names of willing helpers. There will also be some banners displaying a QR code linking to the times of church services. Christmas services will also be displayed in The Squeaker at a cost of £125.

Carols in the Park 13 Dec
Flyers will be distributed. Please will each church seek out volunteers and let Duncan know their names. Each church is also asked to provide 6or8 boxes of mince pies.

Christmas Market 6 Dec
The Grove Church is unable to open this year but the stable will be erected in the grounds and costumes will be available for photograph opportunities.
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	6.
	Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18-25 January
Prayer Meetings
Currently details are as follows

Mon 19 12.00 - prayer at St James
Tue 20   eve  – prayer and reflection at St Mary’s
Wed 21 tbc  – communion at St Margaret’s
Thur 22  7.30  - praise and prayer at Lister Hill
Fri 23 12.00    - prayer at The Grove

Pulpit Exchange
As there is a shortage of ministers at the moment, it was agreed that as a one off there would be no pulpit exchange this year.

	


	7. 
	Lent Talks
Details are not yet finalised. The overall theme is about movements and influencers in our Christian culture and the following speakers have  been arranged so far
Jenny Sinclair – The Shepherd and Worlock story in Liverpool
Lesley Newton – John Wesley
Andy Lloyd – Victorian Philanthropists
Speaker tbc – A Rich Faith from a foreign perspective

	


	8. 
	Refugee Update.
The project is doing well. Laura is working one day a week until the summer. New volunteers are joining. About 10-15 men are keen to get involved with community projects such as painting at The Grove and gardening in Hall Park. There has been some discussion between organisations about how to react in the event of protests and some people have been involved in mediating between protesters at a hotel in Leeds. The Farsi fellowship at Lister Hill is growing since their conference.
Applications for grants continue and there is an ongoing need for trainers, warm clothing and toiletries as new men arrive. Training for volunteers is taking place at Cragg 9.30-12.30 on Thursday, 20 Nov. Anyone interested should contact Laura at Horsforth Chaplaincy project.
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	 9.
	Budget Proposal
The following budget for next year was proposed and agreed.

Easter and Good Friday (hopefully the council will give a grant of £500 to offset costs)                                                                550
Gala alternative                                                                          500
Open the Book (subscription to Otley Resources)                  350
Rewind resources(2 @ £300 each)                                            600
Reprinting Welcome to Horsforth Pack                                      50
Christmas cards                                                                           500
Carols in the Park                                                                        500 
Insurance                                                                                      209
Extras                                                                                             191
Total                                                                                             3450
With a likely grant of 500 from the council                             2950  

It was agreed that church contributions would remain as last year.   
                            
	

	10.
	Future Dates
Week of Christian Unity - 18-25 Jan
Perfectly Pitched – 12 Feb, 12 Mar, 14 May, 11 June
Lent Talks – w/c 2 Mar – w/c 23 Mar

	


	11.
	AOB
None
	



	12.
	Closing Prayer
Deborah closed in prayer.
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