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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 10th September 2025
7.30pm at St James Church


	Attendees:
	John Barnes (Treasurer), Judith Briggs, Jonathan Cain, Amanda Cowie, Lynne Gillions (Secretary) Jane Linley, Phil Maud, Deborah Pennington (Chair), Duncan Stow, Jill Woodman.
Guest Speakers - Penny Lewis and Jenny(Horsforth Climate Action), Lynn Cowling (Bereavement Café) 

	Apologies
	Margaret Metcalf, Cat Sayburn, Rhoda Wu.
	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome
Deborah welcomed everyone and gave encouragement with some verses from Romans. She said we should not tiptoe in our faith but rather run, hop, skip and dance through life as we seek to honour God.

	


	2.
	Guest Speakers
Horsforth Climate Action
This group evolved out of the Leeds Climate Action Group. It received 3 year’s funding to employ a worker for 2 days a week and to support projects. Funding finishes at the end of September but some underspend will support a further 3 months and donations are helping the project continue. They are currently preparing for the Green Festival which takes place from 11.30 -3.30 in Hall Park on 21 September where there will be a range of events and activities. The formal relationship with St Margaret’s is coming to an end so they are seeking new partners to support their work. They intend to focus on local projects and have been involved with a clothes swop, the repair café, the Walk to School Week and the nature recovery meeting at Trinity. They are looking to involve more local businesses and would welcome more volunteers to get involved with the work. They valued the opportunities that the Farmers’ Market gives them to share their vision. They do not have a specific base so will operate from different venues.

Bereavement Café
Lynn is a retired MacMillan nurse and following her involvement with the Pudsey group she decided to set up a Bereavement Café at Cragg Baptist Church. She approached MHA who agreed to support any specific individuals who might experience complex difficulties. It has been going successfully and it has been encouraging to see people talking and supporting each other. There are some volunteers with bereavement support skills and more would be welcome. The café is appropriate for people who have been bereaved for 3 months or more. If anyone would like to refer someone they can first contact Lynn on 07809701493.
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	3.
	Minutes and Matters Arising.
The minutes were agreed with no matters arising.

	


	4.
	Treasurer’s Report
John gave an updated report on the bank balance.
Current Total        8954.59 of which
HCT                        8689.46
Perfectly Pitched   265.13
All churches have paid their contributions for which John was grateful. Currently, the financial position is healthy.

	





	5. 
	Christmas
Carols in the Park
Although at a previous meeting it was decided to explore something different, in the light of there being fewer church leaders at the moment, it was decided to continue with Carols in the Park this year on 13 December. There was some discussion about thinking creatively for the future. Some suggestions included an outdoor nativity with real animals, a nativity walk similar to the Walk of Art and some form of vigil. These and other ideas will be considered for 2026.

Christmas Cards
As a surplus of cards were printed last year it was agreed that 3000 be printed for £369. It will be promoted in all the usual places and the Squeaker will be contacted with the possibility of publishing services in the magazine.
Please note - all churches should let Rhoda know their Christmas services by 31 October. rhoda@horsforthchaplaincy.org
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	6.
	Civic Service Feedback
Following the low attendance at the July service, it was agreed that it would be better placed in June. Leaders will agree a date.
	
Church Leaders


	7. 
	Bereavement Café
This was moved to 2 above.
	


	8. 
	Residential Homes Outreach
Phil described the new timetable for visits to Bedford Court and Horsforth Manor. Each church will be allocated a 6 week block during which they contact the homes and agree a specific date at each one. They will deliver a half hour devotional and share tea with the residents. The timetable is available on the link below.
https://www.horsforthchurchestogether.co.uk/services-in-care-homes/
Jonathan informed the meeting that Brian Lipscombe takes a monthly communion at Broadfields and a Christmas service at Bedford Court.

	
All Churches

	 9.
	Refugee Update
Jane had contacted Heston at Hyde Park and collected items from him She also contacted an Imam about Korans and after some difficulties these were distributed in the car park to men who wanted one.
There has been some response to supporting Laura in her work with refugees with 2/3 of her salary raised. She has now started an internship on cross-cultural mission and will work one day a week on with Horsforth Chaplaincy. More volunteers to work with the men in the hotel would be welcome.
Phil commented on the help the men had given in painting part of the Grove Centre.
Duncan noted how pleased he had been with the Pentecost celebration. He suggested that this be a biennial event with the intervening years hosting Lent talks. 

He suggested that the 2026 talks might focus on Influencers and movements in British history that had contributed to our nation’s Christian heritage and whose values were still influential today. Jonathan Cain proposed influencers should be in the post reformation era.  Suggestions for possible speakers would be welcome. 
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	10.
	Nomination of Officers
Chair – Deborah Pennington
Vice Chair – vacant
Treasurer – John Barnes
Secretary – Lynne Gillions

	


	11.
	Future Dates
12 November – next HCT meeting
	
All Churches

	12.
	AOB
· St James is planning some first aid training and Jonathan invited other churches to participate if they so wished. It will cost approx. £75 per participant. Contact St James if you are interested.
· The Pantry Appeal was highlighted if churches wish to support it with their harvest celebrations.
· The Farmers’ Market will be 13yrs old next month. Volunteers are needed to support this work – general helpers or someone with social media skills would be useful.
· The 14 seater minibus is available to churches at reasonable cost.

	


All churches

	13
	Deborah closed the meeting in prayer.
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