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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 7th May 2025
7.30pm at The Grove, Methodist Church


	Attendees:
	John Barnes (Treasurer), Judith Briggs, Jonathan Cain, John Kingsley, Jane Linley, Phil Maud, Deborah Pennington (Chair), Duncan Stow, Jill Woodman (Minutes).


	Apologies
	Lynne Gillions, Paul and Margaret Metcalf, Cat Sayburn, Laura Schubert, Nigel Sinclair.

	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome
Deborah welcomed everyone, especially John K to his first HCT meeting. Phil and the Grove were thanked for hosting. Deborah introduced herself as Chair. She said it was a great strength that the churches in Horsforth worked together and were embedded in the community thereby producing more fruit enabling seed to be scattered further and wider. But she recognised that changes in HCT with Matt Powell having left, Nigel Sinclair leaving in the summer and changes in Duncan’s workload may mean changes in how much HCT can manage in the near future. Deborah then read Ecclesiastes Ch 3 v 1-8: There is a purpose and a time for everything. She opened the meeting with a prayer.

	


	2.
	Minutes of 12/3/25.
These were agreed, proposed by John B, seconded by Jill, with the exception of a change of wording for No.2, lines 2 and 3, to: ‘People living with dementia / People experiencing mental health issues.

	JW to ask LG to change the wording

	3.
	Matters Arising.
· Visiting speaker from Calverlands – Duncan will ask Laura if she has received Sarah’s contact details.
· Refugees – Jane has contacted Heston at Hyde Park who may be able to connect Muslim refugees with an Imam and is waiting on his reply. She is arranging a visit to try and see Heston at the Grand Mosque. Carpets are now available as prayer mats for the refugees.
· Catholic Diocesan Youth Co-ordinator – Jessica Wilkinson’s contact details have been given to Duncan. Jessica is interested in becoming involved with youth work in the wider ecumenical community. If anyone at HCT has ideas or knows anyone else interested, to let Duncan know.
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	4.
	Change of Chair and Thanks to Matt Powell
The Chair and those present expressed thanks and appreciation for Matt and his Chairing and work for HCT. His desire to be involved, his vision and his openness and sensitivity will be very much missed. A card will be sent by Deborah with thanks.
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	5. 
	Treasurer’s Report.
John B presented the figures.
Balance: £8,749.57 
Perfectly Pitched: £511.11
HCT: £8,238.46
Walk of Witness: Cost £643.  Horsforth Town Council contributed £500; 
£540 was paid to TM Ltd to provide marshalls; £103 was paid to LCC for the road closure.
Only one church has yet to pay their annual amount to HCT – due by end of May.

	

	6.
	Easter 
· Reflection on Easter events – these all went really well. Through Rewind many children heard the story of Easter; the sunrise service, led by Nigel had around 13 people; The Walk of Witness was very powerful and moving – Nigel led a very good service on the Green; The Grove was very busy providing hot drinks, soup and hot cross buns after the service; St Mary’s managed well with the Holy Name congregation joining them for all the services, as at present there are structural problems with the building of Holy Name which has had to be closed for safety reasons. Thanks were given to Nigel, Phil and the Grove.
· Lent Talks 2026 – these have gone well in the past. All to think about a theme that would link the talks. Speakers will need to be booked soon.
· The Green and Moving the Cross?
The permanent wooden cross on The Green is hidden by branches of the trees.  Could it be moved a few yards so it could be seen by those walking by or on the pavement opposite? What about some extra benches? Disabled Access is difficult – could this be improved? The land is owned by St Margaret’s. All to have a look at the area and if in agreement perhaps a letter could be sent to the PCC of St Margaret’s for consideration. Nigel will have left by the next HCT meeting. A representative from St Margaret’s will attend future HCT meetings.
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	7. 
	Pentecost 
· Letter from the Horsforth Chaplaincy Project – funding for Laura’s post finishes at the end of September. Grants have been applied for but it may be necessary to have extra funding even if the grants come through. It is hoped also to employ a part-time Youth Worker in future. Therefore the project needs to be promoted and a soft approach for funding made. Duncan explained a printed letter will be given to every person attending any of the HCT churches on Pentecost Sunday explaining about HCP and the funding need. (Copy of the letter given to those present at the meeting). Appeal for funding has not been made since well before Covid. All agreed with this and gave Duncan rough numbers for their church.
· Eve Celebration – Sunday 8th June at The Grove 7pm – 9pm. All welcome to celebrate the wonder of Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Poster given to each church.
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	8. 
	Older People’s Ministry in Horsforth
· Services - Phil has contacted the Manager of Bedford Court who will confirm dates when she is back from holiday. He proposes a rota for the churches to take services every six weeks, Weds 1.30-2.30pm: 30 min service, 30 min chat with a cup of tea. The church that is on the rota that month to also contact Manor Court and arrange a specific day and time with them so the service can be repeated for them.
· Bereavement Café – this service is no longer provided at the hospices. Phil informed the group that Lynn Cowling from MHA Communities, is going to set up a Bereavement Café in Horsforth at the Central Methodist Church, on the 3rd Friday of the month. 1.30-3pm. She has already set up one in Pudsey on the 1st Friday of the month. First session in Horsforth is on Fri July 11th (2nd Friday, but after that it will be on the 3rd Fridays). A volunteer might be needed for the kitchen.
· Dementia Action Week Mon 19th – Fri 23rd May - Phil gave an A4 sheet with a list of events  to those present to display in their churches and a large poster about the ‘Dementia Experience Bus’ which will be at Lister Hill 10am-3pm. Thursday 22nd May. Please write the date on the poster and share with the church. Phil is speaking about Dementia on the Tuesday at 2pm at ‘Right at Home’ at the bottom of Broadgate Lane and on the Friday 2pm in the Library.
· John Kingsley – John shared that he has just moved to Horsforth. He has worked as a hospital chaplain and is keen to work with the elderly. He already volunteers at St Gemma’s Hospice and Bedford Court. He is happy to be contacted by email: j.g.kingsley60@gmail.com. 
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	 9.
	Summer Events
· Perfectly Pitched – 8th May and June 12th will conclude the 4 concerts this year. Deborah said there were a core group who came. There is room for more. The costs are balanced.
· Civic Service – date TBC
· Refugee Great Get Together – Friday 11th July, Evening at St Margaret’s Centre. By invitation only as numbers are limited. Horsforth Town of Sanctuary will send out the invitations.
· Trinity Sunday 15th June – All are warmly invited to a celebration at Leeds Trinity University.
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	10.
	Development of St James
Jonathan reported that they are looking at creative ideas for how the space could be used. This includes the buildings, access to the buildings and changing the heating as the C Of E has a desire for Net Zero carbon emissions. They are asking the community i.e. the parish, for ideas. They are currently applying for Heritage Lottery Funding - St James is a listed building. A planning application has been sent in for the rest of the roof to be repaired, the first half was repaired last year. Jonathan will be taking a 3/12 sabbatical shortly.

	


	11.
	AOB
· VE Event – Horsforth Hall Park 6pm, Thursday 8th May. Phil urged people to support the event.
· Food Pantry – needs collection points. Representatives from Lister Hill, The Grove and Cragg were all happy for their church to collect. Ruth from St James will be in touch.
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	12.
	Closing Prayer
The meeting closed with the grace.
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