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	MINUTES 
Horsforth Churches Together
Wednesday 12 Mar 2025
7.30pm at Lister Hill Baptist


	Attendees:
	John Barnes (Treasurer), Jonathan Cain, Lynne Gillions (Secretary), Jane Linley, Paul Metcalf, Matt Powell(Chair), Laura Schubert, Nigel Sinclair, Jill Woodman,


	Apologies
	Judith Briggs, Phil Maud, Rose McCarthy. Margaret Metcalf, Deborah Pennington, Cat Sayburn, Duncan Stow

	

	
	
	Action By:

	
1.
	Welcome
Matt welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a reading from Ephesians 3 and played Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart. He asked us to particularly remember Duncan and Rhoda in our prayers. 
	


	2.
	 Visiting Speaker from Calverlands - Sarah
The speaker was unable to attend so Matt updated the meeting on their work. They currently work with dementia sufferers and in the future will possibly be involved with people suffering mental health issues. They would welcome people from the churches to become involved with activities and get to know some of the service users. They would also like to develop relationships so that they could be taken out to safe spaces in the community. Nigel suggested they could come to the café at St Margaret’s or to their informal communion service. Matt agreed to email Sarah’s contact details to Nigel, Laura and Father Michael
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	3.
	Minutes and Matters Arising.
· The Constitution – In the absence of Duncan and Rhoda this has been put on hold.
· Pentecost – It was agreed to go ahead with an evening of prayer with a focus on financial provision to continue Laura’s role with the refugees,  a possible schools worker, the work of Horsforth Chaplaincy Project and the work of Horsforth Churches Together. Laura suggested that invitations could go out at the Walk of Witness and letters about the work of Horsforth Chaplaincy Project could be given out in churches on the morning of Pentecost. Jane mentioned that the Catholic Diocesan Youth Co-ordinator had expressed an interest in getting involved with youth work in the wider ecumenical community.
· Refugees - Laura gave an update, A funding application has been submitted to increase leadership among people with a refugee background and to support the Town of Sanctuary work. They have worked on awareness raising at different venues including Cragg Hill Baptist, Guiseley, St Mary’s School and a Labour branch meeting. Work at the Hotel is going well and becoming more organised. Two more volunteers are involved. The Great Get Together event was very successful with 70 people involved. Mohsen is attending an Alpha Course and is getting baptised at Easter. A Farsi fellowship is meeting weekly at Lister Hill and there is a Bible Study at Holt Park Library. Laura has connected with the vicars of St Paul’s Ireland Wood and Adel with a view to them becoming involved with the refugees. There is a need to connect Muslim people with an Imam and Jane agreed to speak to Heston at Hyde Park about it.
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	4.
	Easter
· Lent - Churches have made their own arrangements. St Mary’s are having a mission led by a nun. St Margaret’s are having a series of talks illustrating The Nicene Creed with works of art - 6.30pm on Sunday evenings. St James are having home groups based on the second half of Luke.
· Walk of Witness – Nigel is arranging the service. The walk will assemble at 11.30 At Central Methodist culminating at 12.00 on The Green. Refreshments at The Grove afterwards. Lynne to look into road closure. John Fairburn will do the sound. Reps are to ask for volunteers to act as stewards. Lynne to contact Jo Stow about playing the piano.
· Easter Egg Hunt – Easter Saturday 10-12 at St James
· Sunrise Service – 5.30am at the top of Hunger Hills. People will need to use the designated paths.
· Rewind – On course for 28 March and 1 April
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	5.
	Civic Service
St Margaret’s are hoping to host it this year dependent on the availability of the building. Nigel to decide on a date.

	
NS

	6.
	Leeds Trinity Update
The weekly Tea on the Landing is well supported. They are running an Alpha Course with about 30 attendees and also an Accompaniment Course. They are keen to find placements for students in the community. They are now also working at the  site at Trevelyan Square off Boar lane.

	


	7.
	Horsforth Gala
It was agreed that HCT would not participate in the Gala this year. (Lynne has since contacted Dawn Collins and Tracy Stones to inform them and Dawn said it is not going ahead this year as they lost money last year)
	



	8.
	Treasurer’s Report
John presented the figures.
Balance £8282.71
Perfectly Pitched £695.11
HCT £7587.60
The Town Council have awarded £500for the Walk of Witness. 4 churches have paid their contributions, 3 are still to come.
	


	9.
	Care Home Update
Phil will firm up the rota and distribute in due course

	

	10.
	AOB
None
	

	11.
	Closing Prayer
The meeting closed with prayer.
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